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2.  Enrollment:  The District completed the 2013-2014 fiscal year with an enrollment of 1,217 students, which is 22 

students less than the previous year’s enrollment.  The District recently commissioned a demographic survey and the 

data reported by Whitehall Associates, Inc. is illustrated below: 

 

                   
 

 

The District’s highest enrollment of 1,457 was in the 2008-09 school year and has declined steadily from that point, 

with a projected enrollment in 2018-19 of  863 students.  According to the Chester Borough Planning Board, there is 

little or no development planned in the near future.  The surrounding elementary school districts, which send their 

students to the West Morris Regional High School District, are also experiencing enrollment declines.  The five 

municipalities, Chester Township, Chester Borough, Mendham Township, Mendham Borough and Washington 

Township have been meeting and discussing consolidation and de-regionalization options.  A feasibility study has been 

commissioned to explore these options further. 

 

3.  Economic Condition and Outlook:  The Chester School District, as most of the school populations in the United 

States, is experiencing a period of slow development and expansion, which is expected to continue beyond the year 

2015.  It has been noted that the available space for future development in Chester Township is limited and there is no 

additional space in Chester Borough for additional homes.  Because the housing market is still somewhat depressed, 

home sales have been slow.  Therefore, fewer families with school age children are moving in to the community.  

Enrollment has dropped over the past several years and we expect that it will do so next year as well. 

 

Although Chester is considered a fairly affluent community, the District has had an increase over the past two years in 

families receiving free and reduced lunch benefits as a result of the current economy.  This is the fourth year the District 

was eligible for Title I funds, which is unusual for a school system that is in the J District Factor Group. 

 

4.  Major Initiatives:  The Black River Middle School is a New Jersey School to Watch for the second time. 

 

The Chester School District’s curriculum meets and exceeds the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards.  

Listed below are the enhancements that the District’s budget supports: 

 

MATH 

The District’ focus is on fully implementing the Common Core State Standards and preparation for the PARCC 

assessments in the spring of 2015. 

 

SCIENCE 

The District is now offering a STEM class in Black River Middle School and will implement STEM classes across the 

District. 
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Association of School Business Officials International 
 

 
 

 

The Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting Award  

is presented to 

Chester Board of Education 
For Its Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) 

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2013 

 

 

The CAFR has been reviewed and met or exceeded  

ASBO International’s Certificate of Excellence standards 

 

 

 

   

 Terrie S. Simmons, RSBA, CSBO John D. Musso, CAE, RSBA 

 President Executive Director 
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Governmental Activities 

Revenue Sources. The District’s total revenue for the 2013/2014 school year was $8,822,378.74 (See Table 2). 

Property taxes accounted for most of the District’s revenue, with local taxes accounting for $7,347,916.00 of the 

total, or 80.82 percent (See Figure 1). State formula aid and categorical grants accounted for 17.73 percent and the 

remainder was from other miscellaneous sources. The Rockaway Borough School District primarily conducts its 

operations from the revenue it receives from its local taxpayers. 
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Figure 1

 
The total cost of all programs and services was $8,471,498.37. The District’s expenses are predominantly related to 

instructing, caring for (pupil and instruction services) and transporting students (78.04 percent) (See Figure 2). The 

District’s administrative and maintenance activities accounted for 21.71 percent of total costs. It is important to note 

that depreciation of $49,509.99 is included in expenses for the year. 

Instruction, 

55.58%

Student & 

Instruction 

Related Services, 

20.02%

Administrative & 

Business, 12.64%

Plant Operations 

& Maintenance, 

9.28%

Capital Outlay, 

0.04% Transportation, 

2.44%Figure 2

 
 






































































































































































































































































